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C a r o l  R i d s d a l e

Portage College celebrated its 11th Annual Métis Scholar Award Presentation Thursday, February 27, 2020 
at the Lac La Biche Campus. MNA Region 1 President James Cardinal, RLI Senior Director of Operations Mark 
McCallum and Local 125 President Kendrick Cardinal brought greetings to all of our Métis Scholar Award Re-
cipients. RLI would like to congratulate not only the Métis Scholar Award recipients at Portage College but all 
Métis Scholar Award recipients on their pursuit of higher education!

B A C K G R O U N D

Established in 1991 by the Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA), the Métis Education Foundation (MEF) was incorporated as 
a non-profit charitable foundation with the goal of improving education outcomes for Alberta Métis. In 2006, the MNA 
and the Rupertsland Institute predecessor (the Labour Market Development Unit – LMD) began to capitalize the MEF 
and started the process of negotiating Métis endowments with post-secondary institutions across Alberta with funds 
derived from the Federal Indigenous Labour Market Program.

Last year MEF accomplished two major milestones:

MEF fully capitalized the internal MEF Endowment at $2 million
MNA’s ELCC investment was capitalized to create a $1.48 million endowment that targets Métis citizens entering 
ELCC studies at provincial post-secondary institutions.

These two internally held endowments will begin to distribute awards in the 2020/2021 Academic year.

A  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

B O A R D  M E M B E R S

MEF is governed with a four member Board of Directors that is made up of the Executive Committee of MNA Provincial 
Council.  The Board meets as needed and generally at least once every quarter to consider matters placed before it by RLI 
such as new or changes to endowment agreements, reports from post-secondary institutions on the endowments, pro-
posed amendments to these agreements where appropriate, and any other business hat may arise. 

Last year, Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) invested $2.5 million in Métis 
post-secondary education. This one-time fund supported the expansion of the MEF endowment portfolio by: 

Capitalizing the internal MEF endowment fund 
Working towards the creation of a $1 million endowment at Keyano College 
Proposing a $325,000 endowment at Red Deer College (University) 
Supplementing the University of Alberta $250,000, bringing the endowment to a market value close $7 million 
 Supplementing NorQuest College $250,000, to create a $1 million endowment 



M É T I S  S C H O L A R  A W A R D S

The MEF Métis Scholar Awards program disburses the proceeds of endowment investments from each 
post-secondary institution and funds individual students through the Métis Scholar Awards.  Under this pro-
gram, students can access support in the years before the final year of their post-secondary studies.  Once 
students reach the final two semesters of studies, they can be eligible for funding through RLI’s Metis Training 
to Employment program.

G R O W T H

2 0 1 9 / 2 0  M E T I S  S C H O L A R  A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S

E N D O W M E N T  G R O W T H  O V E R  1 0  Y E A R S

Since the establishment of the first endowment at MacEwan University in 2007, the Métis Scholar Awards Endowment 
Program has grown and continues to grow. The purpose of the endowment program is to encourage and assist Métis 
citizens to access post-secondary studies, to encourage academic achievement, and to provide financial assistance to 
Métis students enrolled at higher-education institutions. The past 10 years RLI and MEF have worked towards increasing 
the impact, streamlining and standardizing approaches to enhance the program’s effectiveness.

RLI and MEF monitor the Métis Endowment Program to ensure that the program is being fully utilized, measure and 
compare the return on investments. Partner governing documents (i.e. Terms of Reference, Agreements, and Memoran-
dum of Understanding) are reviewed annually to ensure award application visibility, ease of use, deadlines, and general 
application processes of each endowment program are optimized.



T h a n k  y o u  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  a t  B o w  V a l l e y  C o l l e g e .  I t  i s 

a n  h o n o u r  t o  b e  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  M e t i s  S c h o l a r  A w a r d .  I  a m 

c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  B u s i n e s s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  D i p l o m a .  M y  f u t u r e 

g o a l s  w o u l d  b e  t o  f i n i s h  m y  d i p l o m a  a n d  o p e n  m y  o w n  b u s i n e s s  o n c e 

m y  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n  s c h o o l  f u l l  t i m e .  M y  f u t u r e  g o a l s  a r e  n o t  s e t  i n  s t o n e 

b u t  I  a m  s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  f u r t h e r  m y  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  a n d  b e  i n  a 

b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  c a r e e r  a d v a n c e m e n t .  I  a m  a  p r o u d  M é t i s  w o m a n 

a n d  m o m  o f  t w o  b e a u t i f u l  c h i l d r e n  a g e s  1  a n d  3 .  I  a m  p u s h i n g  t o  s h o w 

m y  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  y o u  c a n  c h a n g e  c a r e e r s  a n d  f u r t h e r  y o u r  e d u c a t i o n 

a n d  c a n  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  b r e a k  b a r r i e r s ,  i t ’ s  n e v e r  t o o  l a t e .

“

“

- J e n n i f e r  M c N i c o l ,  B o w  V a l l e y  C o l l e g e

Patricia Gladue of RBC’s Indigenous Mentorship Program

T H E  I M P A C T

B e i n g  a  M é t i s  S c h o l a r  a t  N o r Q u e s t  C o l l e g e 

h a s  h e l p e d  m e  e x p r e s s  m y  h o p e s  a n d  d r e a m s 

t h r o u g h  h e r i t a g e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  g i v e s  m e 

h o p e  k n o w i n g  t h a t  I  c a n  c a r r y  o n  m y  d r e a m s 

k n o w i n g  t h a t  m y  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  c a n  l o o k  u p  t o 

t h e i r  r e s i l i e n t ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  M é t i s  m o t h e r  w h o 

s h o w s  p a s s i o n  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l 

g o a l s ,  h e r i t a g e  a n d  v a l u e s .

“

“

- P a t r i c i a  G l a d u e ,  N o r q u e s t  C o l l e g e



I  a m  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e  M e t i s  S c h o l a r  A w a r d  t o  h e l p  s u b s i d e  t h e 

f i n a n c i a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  I  a m  f a c e d  w i t h  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  m y 

E d u c a t i o n  d e g r e e . 

G r o w i n g  u p  i n  a  s m a l l  t o w n  i n  N o r t h e r n  A l b e r t a ,  I  f a c e d 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  p r e j u d i c e s  f r o m  p e e r s  d u e  t o  b e i n g  o p e n 

a b o u t  m y  M e t i s  h e r i t a g e .  T h e  a d v e r s i t i e s  I  b a t t l e d  w i t h  v e e r e d  m e 

a w a y  f r o m  w a n t i n g  t o  e x c e l  i n  s c h o o l .  W i t h o u t  h a v i n g  e m o t i o n a l 

s u p p o r t  f r o m  m y  p a r e n t s ,  I  f e l t  t r a p p e d ,  u n t i l  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  w h e r e 

m y  g r a d e  t e n  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  c h a n g e d  m y  t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s . 

I t  w a s  h e r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  a  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h  m e ,  d e s p i t e  m y  r e s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  s e l f l e s s  c o m p a s s i o n  t h a t 

d e e p e n e d  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  t h e  r o l e  o f  a 

t e a c h e r  h a s  o n  s t u d e n t s ’  l i v e s .  T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  l e d  m e  t o  m y 

d e c i s i o n  o n  w a n t i n g  t o  b e c o m e  a n  e d u c a t o r ,  n o t  j u s t  f o r  t h e 

p u r p o s e  o f  t e a c h i n g ,  b u t  t o  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  i n  a  c h i l d ’ s 

l i f e  t h a t  l e a v e s  a n  e v e r l a s t i n g  e f f e c t .

B e i n g  a  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  M e t i s  S c h o l a r  A w a r d  r e l i e v e s  t h e 

f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  p a y i n g  f o r  m y  t u i t i o n  o v e r  m y  f a m i l y ’ s 

b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  r e n t ,  g r o c e r i e s ,  a n d  c h i l d c a r e  c o s t s . 

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  m e  f o r  t h e  M e t i s  S c h o l a r  A w a r d . 

“
“

I  a m  a  p r o u d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M e t i s  N a t i o n  R e g i o n  3 .  A s  a  r e c i p i e n t 

o f  t h e  2 0 1 9  M e t i s  E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  E n t r a n c e  B u r s a r y  I  c a n n o t 

e x p r e s s  m y  g r a t i t u d e  e n o u g h ,  a s  t h e  b u r s a r y  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  h a v e  a 

f a n t a s t i c  f i r s t  y e a r  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l g a r y  w i t h o u t 

w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  h o w  I  w o u l d  f i n a n c e  i t .

“ “

- G r a c e  W e b b e r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l g a r y

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  m e  t o  b e  a  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  M e t i s  E d u c a t i o n 

F o u n d a t i o n  M e t i s  S c h o l a r  A w a r d .  T h i s  a w a r d  w i l l  b e n e f i t  m e  g r e a t l y 

t o  a c h i e v e  m y  a m b i t i o n  t o  b e c o m e  a  s o c i a l  w o r k e r .  S i n c e  m y  f a m i l y ’ s 

f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  c h a n g e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  t h i s  a w a r d 

w i l l  h e l p  a l l e v i a t e  m y  f i n a n c i a l  w o r r i e s .  I  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  p a y  f o r  a l l 

o f  m y  m o n t h l y  e x p e n s e s  w i t h o u t  p u t t i n g  f i n a n c i a l  p r e s s u r e  o n  m y 

f a m i l y .  I  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t .  W i t h  a w a r d s  l i k e  y o u r s , 

I  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  f i n i s h  m y  S o c i a l  W o r k  d e g r e e  a n d  b e g i n  h e l p i n g 

t h o s e  i n  n e e d .

“

“

- M a x  M o r i n ,  G r a n t  M a c E w a n  U n i v e r s i t y

- T a n i s h a  P r e s t o n ,  M e d i c i n e  H a t  C o l l e g e



T h e  M e t i s  S c h o l a r  A w a r d  h a s  b e e n  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g 

a w a r d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  M e t i s  s t u d e n t s  t o  h e l p  t h e m 

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  j o u r n e y .  T h i s  a w a r d 

o p e n s  u p  s o  m a n y  d o o r s  a n d  a l l o w s  t h e  s t u d e n t s 

t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  a n d  n o t  w o r r y  a b o u t  f i -

n a n c i a l  b u r d e n s .  T h a n k s  t o  R L I  a n d  S A I T  m o r e  o f 

o u r  M e t i s  m e m b e r s  a r e  a c h i e v i n g  t h e i r  d r e a m s .

“

- B l a i r  C u n n i n g h a m ,  C a r e e r  A d v i s o r  -  S A I T

“
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  b a r r i e r s  f o r  M e t i s  s t u d e n t s  i n  a c c e s s i n g 

p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  a t  S A I T  h a s  b e e n  f i n a n i c a l .  

M a n y  M e t i s  s t u d e n t s  b e g i n  s t u d i e s  h e r e  a t  S A I T  a n d  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s 

h a v i n g  t o  l e a v e  a s  t h e y  n e e d  t o  w o r k  t o  m a k e  e n d s  m e e t  a n d  s u p p o r t 

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .   S o m e  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r 

p r o g r a m  w h e n  f i n a n c e s  a l l o w .   T h e  M e t i s  s t u d e n t  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  a n 

i n c r e d i b l e  g i f t  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  M e t i s  s t u d e n t s  s u c c e s s f u l l y   c o m p l e t e 

t h e i r  p r o g r a m  o f  s t u d y .   S A I T  i s  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  a n d 

m a n y  M e t i s  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h i s  g i f t .   T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  w i l l 

i n c r e a s e  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  a n d  s u c c e s s  r a t e s  o f  M e t i s  s t u d e n t s .

“

-  L a r r y  G a u t h i e r ,  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  C h i n o o k  L o d g e  R e s o u r c e  C e n t r e  -  S A I T

“

B R I D G I N G 

THE GAP 
IN EDUCATION

www.rupertsland.org


