Vowels

Woodland Cree (Y Dialect) uses four vowels to make the four long vowel sounds
and three short vowel sounds.

Short Vowels: a, i, and o

A. ais pronounced as the u in the word putt B. i is pronounced as the i in pin

|. astam come here V. 6ta here (locative) |. iskotiw fire V. iskwisis girl

ll. awas go away V. ana that one (animate) . pisiw lynx V. nipa sleep (imp.)
1. api sit down VI. nata go get it (inanimate) Ill. kinosiw fish VI. pisim sun

C. o is pronounced as the o in nook

|. okimaw leader IV. poko it is a must

II. otina take it (inan.) V. pipon winter

1. miciso eat (imp.) VI. postiska put it on (inanimate)

Long Vowels: a, i, 0, and e. (&)
Long vowels are written with a circumflex * above the vowel.

A. ais pronounced as the a in absent

|. amo bee IV. apihtaw in the centre (locative)
Il. napisis boy V. mitataht ten

lll. askaw sometimes VI. mitas pants

B.iis pronounced as the i in machine C. 0 is pronounced as o sound in mood

|. isis seashell IV. tipakohp seven |. 6si boat V. minds cat

|l. minisa berries V. pitd bring it (inanimate) 1I. 6ho owl V. potacikanis whistle

l1I. kisik sky VI. pihpihciw robin lIl. méswa moose VI. pdna make a fire (imp.)

D. e is pronounced as the e in café. This letter is not used in Woodland
Cree of Northern Alberta but is included as it is used in the Plains Cree
Language.

. ekosi there; so then... (ay-ko-si)

Il tapwe truly, really (ta-pway)

lIl. peyak one  (pay-ak)
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